Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black 10f7

Classical Ruy Lopez - Black System

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Immediate Fork Trick

e4 Nf3 Bb5 O-O Nxe5d4 Ba4 Bb3 oxd4 Immediate Fork Trick
eb Nc6 Nf6 Bcd Nxe5a6 b5 Bxd4dé
Be2 dxe50d5 IFT - Morss Counterattack
Ba7 Nxe4 Nxf2!?
Nc3 Nxe5Nf3 d4 bxc3 Four Knight's Fork Trick
O-O Re8!?Nxe4 Nxc3 Bf8
c3 d4 dxe5od5 White trades d4xe5
O-O Bb6 Nxe4 Nc5
Bg5 Bh4 Bxc6 Big Center with Bg5
h6 dé6 bxcod
Rel cxd4e5 Nc3 Big Center with Rel

exd4d5 Ne4 Bg4

e5 h3 Keres Counterattack
Ng4 Nxf2
Four Knights Fork Trick Big Center with Bg5 Big Center with Rel
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

Ruy Lopez - Classical Defense
(C64 Ruy Lopez, Classical D, Benelux V)

1 ed e5

2 D3 DNcb
3 £b5 Nfe
4 00 2c5

5 «c3

The strongest plan for White is to build
the c3+d4+e4 center. We take this as
the main line. An alternative plan is to
play the “fork trick” Nxe5 followed by
forking the the bishop and knight with d4
The fork trick can be done immediately
or after Nc3.
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The Immediate Fork Trick
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(Spassky preferred 6 ... c6 7 dxe5 Dxe4 8 £d3
d5 9 exd6 Df6 (9 ... Dxd6? 10 Eel+ Leb
11 Exeb+ +-) 10 Ye2+ (10 £f4 £xd6 11 £xd6
Wxd6 12 Hc3 Leb 13 We2 0-O = Aronin,L -
Keres,P, Moskou ch-URS (1) 1952; 10 &g5
£xd6 (10 ... Yxd6 11 Dc3 +/-) 11 Dc3 Leb
12 Y3 Wc7 13 &xf6 gxfe 14 Wxfe Lxh2+
15 ©h1 &e5 (00) Martin,B (2375) - McMahon,D
(2260), London (1) 1996) 10 ... £e6 11 £g5
Wxd6 12 &xf6 (12 Dd2 0-0-0 =; 12 Dc3 Dga
13 g3 £d41? 14 Ded4 ¥c7 15 c3 &Lb6 (00)
Schiller) 12 ... gxf6 13 Dd2 YWe5 14 Ded4 Lb6
15 &h1 0-0-O =/+ Krogius,N - Spassky,B,
Thilisi ch-URS (1) 1959)

7 £e2 (7 La4 b5 8 £b3 (8 dxe5 Dxed
9 £b3

20of7

(9 ¥d5? is a serious mistake.
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Now black gets a strong attack with
9 ... Ynh4 10 g3 Dxg3 -+ 11 hxg3
(11 Yxa8 Dxf1 12 Yxc8+ De7 -+;
11 Wxc5 Dxf1 -+) 11 ... Yxg3+ 12 ©h1
£xf2 13 Exf2 Yxf2 14 ¥xa8 0O-0
15 D a3 bxa4 -+)

9... 2b7 10 Dc3

(10 &d5 &xf2+ 11 Exf2 Dxf2 12 &xf2
Yha+ 13 ©f1 &£xd5 14 Yxd5 O-O -/+
Stefansson,H - Hector,), Reykjavik 1997
Game 1)

10 ... Yha 11 &xf7+ Short,N -
Onischuk,A, 1997 Game 2 and now
&xf7 12 Yxd7+ ©g6 =) 8 ... £xd4
9 Wxd4 d6
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

Immediate Fork Trick
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10 c3

(10 f4 ¢5 (10 ... ©cB) 11 ¥c3 Degs
12 e5 Ded 13 ¥i3 d5 14 c4 Dxh2
15 &xh2 ¥ha+ 16 g1 £g4 17 Ye3
g3 18 Eel d4 19 ¥d3 0O-O =/+
Aagaard,J - Emms,J, London 1997
Game 3)

10 ... b7 11 13 (11 £g5 0-0 12 Dd2
h6 =/+ Burden,J (2125) - Turner,M
(2425), Hafnarfjordur: Arason (1) 1996)
11 ...c512 ¥d1 (12 ¥e3 0-0 13 Ed1
Ee8 14 Dd2 ¥b6 = Zobel Andrej -
Oschetzki,Stefan, NRW-Cup Masters op
(1) 1997) 12 ... O-O 13 a4 (13 £g5 c4
14 £c2 d5 15 exd5 b6+ = Linert -
Mueller, corr DDR/M (1) 1975)
3... &c¢6 (13 ... c4 = Dimitrov,V (2530)
- Onischuk,A (2605), Erevan olm (1)

Hogeye Bill

1996) 14 ©Da3 Ee8 = De Firmian,N
(2590) - Tkachiev,V (2575), New York
open (1) 1995)

The Morss Counterattack (after 7 Be2)

7 ... £a7 8 dxe5 Dxe4 9 Yd5 (9 £d3
d5 10 exd6 Dxd6 11 Wh5 £e6 12 £g5
¥d7 13 Hd2 h6 14 Eae1 Eg8 15 Le3
£xe3 16 Exe3 0-0-O = Gavrilakis -
Calderin, Holguin 1989) 9 ... Dxf21?

Morss Counterattack
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10 Exf2 &xf2+ 11 &xf2 Wha+ 12 &f1
(12 &f3 Yxh2 13 &4 Yh5+ 14 De3
¥f5 (00)) 12 ... ¥xh2 (00) 13 £e3 0-0
14 Dc3 (14 ¥c5? d6 15 exd6 cxd6 -/+)
14 ... Ee8 (00) critical variation 1 -
unplayed;

3o0f7

The Four Knights Fork Trick

This can also come out of the Four
Knights Game.

5 &H¢c3 0-0 6 Dxe5 Ee8!?

%ﬁ

An ancient variation played by Morphy.
(6 ... Dxe5 7 d4 £d6 is more common.)
7 Df3 (7 Dxc6 dxc6 8 Lcd (8 £d3
®d6) 8 ... b5 9 Le2 Dxed 10 Dxed
Exed 11 £13 (11 c3 ¥ha 12 &3 &g4
(00)) 11 ... Ee6 12 d3 (12 c3?! ¥d3 -/+
Paulsen,Louis - Morphy,P, New York (1)
1857 Game 4)12 ... ¥h4 =; 7 &d3
£d4 = 8 De2 Exed (8 ... Dxed)
9 Dxd4? Dxd4 10 L£a4? (10 a4 a6
11 ©Dc5 Ee5 -/+; 10 f3 Ee8 11 La4
DHe2+ 12 h1 (12 ©f2 Dga+)
12 ... Dh5 -+) 10 ... De2+ 11 &h1
@xc1 0-1 Capablanca, - Bain, Hollywood
1933 Game 5)7 ... Dxed (7 ... Dd4?
8 £c4 +/-) 8 d4 (8 Dxed Exed 9 d3
(9 c3 d5 10 d4 £f8 11 £d3 Ee8 =
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

12 &£xh7+? &xh7 13 Hg5+ g6)
9. 2e810d4 £18 11 d5 De5 12 &4
(12 Dxe5 Exe5 13 £f4 Ef5 14 £9g3 c6
(0oo) Yin,H (2350) - Li Shilong (2345),
Beijing: St. Lee Cup (1) 1995 15 &c4
(15 dxc6 bxc6 16 £d3 Eg5 17 f4 Exg3
18 hxg3 %be+ 19 ©h2 ¥xb2 (00))
15 ... d6 16 dxc6 bxc6 17 £d3 Eg5
18 4 Exg3 19 hxg3 ¥b6+ 20 €h2
Yxb2 (00)) 12 ... Dg6) 8 ... Dxc3
9 bxc3 &8

Four Knights Fork Trick

(9 ... &e7 10 d5 Db8 11 K4 +/-;

. £d6!?) 10 £d3 (10 ¢4 b6 (00);
10 &g5 £e7 (10 ... 161?) 11 &4 &f6
12 ¥d2 a6 13 £d3 d6 =
Yates,Frederick - Thomas,Andrew,
England (1) 1926; 10 ©g5 h6 11 ©Dh3
d6 12 ¥f3 &£d7 13 Eb1 Eb8 =
Ljubojevic,L (2605) - Beliavsky,A (2610),
Linares (1) 1993; 10 d5 ©e5 11 Dxe5
Exe5) 10 ... h6 11 £f4 d6 12 Eb1 ¥f6
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13 £9g3 b6 = Schlechter,C - MarshallF,

Monte Carlo (1) 1904 Game 6;
5 &xc6 dxc6 6 Dxe5 (6 d3 ¥d6)
6... Dxed 7 Ye2 Wd5

5 .. 0-0
6 d4 £b6
7 295

7 Ee1exd4 8 e5

The Big Center with Re1

(8 cxd4 d5 9 e5 Ded 10 Dc3 Lg4

Big Center with Re1

xx/x/ Wxi

7

)

The Keres Counterattack

8 ... Dg4 9 h3 (9 cxd4? Dxd4 10 Dxd4
Yha -+)9 ... Dxf2
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10 ©xf2 dxc3+1? (10 ... f6 11 b3+
©h8 12 exf6 dxc3+ unclear) 11 &1 ( ...
f6 is Buzzi - Facchetti, Italy ch 1993
Game 7 ) cxb2 12 £xb2 a6 13 &c4
We7 (00);

White Trades d4xe5
7 dxe5 Dxe4 8 ¥d5 (8 £d3 d5 9 exd6
Dxd6 =)8 ... Dch
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

9 £g5 (9 Da3 De7; 9 b4 Deb)
9... De7 10 ¥d1 (10 ¥ca?! a6 11 Y¥ha
Dgb 12 £xd8 Dxh4 =/+) 10 ... De4
11 &h4

(11 £d3 is wild. @xg5!? (11 ... d5 is
safer.) 12 ©xg5 h6 13 ¥h5 (13 Dh7
Ee8 14 Yg4 DHg6 15 £xgb6 db
16 &xf7+ &xf7 17 Yi5+ &g8 18 Df6+
gxf6 19 ¥ge+ &8 20 exf6 ¥d7
21 ¥xhe+ g8 22 ¥ge+ 8 =
23 Dd2? ¥Yg4 24 Yhe+ 2f7 -/+)
13 ... Dg6 14 Dxf7 Df4 15 Dxh6+
gxh6 16 Y¥xh6 Dxd3 17 Y¥g6+ 2h8
18 Whe+ =)

11 ... d5 12 Dbd2 c6 13 &d3 &f5
14 Y2

(14 ¥e21? Hxd2 15 £xf5 Dxf1
16 &£xh7+ &xh7 17 &Hg5+ &h6
18 ¥d3 £xf2+ 19 &xf2 Hge 20 ¥h3
Hd2 21 Dxf7+ (21 Lel1 &Dxh4
22 ¥xh4a+ &g6 23 YWh7+ ©xg5
24 Wxg7+ &f5 25 g4+ Leb -/+)
21 ... Exf7+ 22 &f6+ Dh4 23 Yxh4+
Lg6 -/+)

14 ... &xd2 = Smirin - Weinstein,
Israel (1) 1992 Game 8.

7 h6
8 2h4 dé
9 A&xc6 bxc6
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Big Center with Bg5
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10 Dbd2
10 dxe5 dxe5 11 Dbd2

(11 Ya4 ¥d6; 11 Wxd8 Exd8 12 Dxe5
£a6! 13 Eel g5 14 £g3 Dxe4
15 Dxc6 Ee8 16 Da3 f5 =/+ Boere,| -
Lima,D, op Brasilia BRA (1) 1998;

11 Dxe5 2a6 12 Yxd8 Efxd8 Melzer -
Rosenhahn, corr DDR (1) 1980) Game 9.

1 ... ¥d6 (11 ... £g4 12 Ya4)
10 ... £941?

10 ... Ee8;

0..%e7

1 dxe5 dxe5
12 Wag

50f7

Big Center with Bg5
Best Play Critical Position

Now 12 ... ¥e8 (Remus,H - Dunne A,
corr USCCC (1) 1982) or 12 ... ¢5
Brunner,L - Lane,Gary, Zug (1) 1989

Game 10.

In either case Black has a defendable
position.
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

lllustrative Games

1

Stefansson,H (2545) - Hector,J (2470)
Reykjavik: Hellir (1) 1997-10-29

(C78 Ruy Lopez, Mdller D)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 b5 a6 4 Lad
D6 5 0-0 £¢c5 6 Dxe5 Dxe5 7 d4 b5
8 dxe5 Dxed4 9 £b3 &b7 10 &d5
Exf2+ 11 Exf2 Dxf2 12 &xf2 Wha+
13 &f1 &xd5 14 Yxd5 0-0 -/+
15 Dd2 Yxh2 16 Df3 Yhi+ 17 o2
c6 18 Wd4 f6 19 b3 fxe5 20 ¥xe5
Wh4+ 21 &g1 YWgd 22 Wg5 h5
23 ¥xg4 hxgd 24 De5 Eae8 25 £b2
Ef526 Ee1 c527 £¢3 Eg5 28 Dxd7
Exel+ 29 &£xe1 &7 30 c4 bxcd
31 bxc4 Yeb6 32 £d2 Eh5 33 Dbs
de5 34 Le3 Yed 35 212 a5 36 Dd7
&d3 37 &xc5 Yxcd 38 Lf8 Dbs
39 £e7 Ed5 40 Df8 g3 41 &f1 Ef5+

2

Short,N (2690) - Onischuk,A (2580)

Wijk aan Zee: Hoogovens (1) 1997

(C78 Ruy Lopez, Moller D)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 b5 a6 4 Lad
Nf6 5 0-0 &¢5 6 Hxe5 Dxe5 7 d4 b5
8 dxe5 Dxed 9 £b3 £b7 10 Hc3
Yh4 11 £xf7+ Pe7 12 Le3 £Lxe3

Hogeye Bill

13 fxe3 Dxc3 14 bxc3 Yed 15 Ef2
Eafg 16 ¥h5 Yxe3 17 Ed1 £c¢6
18 €6 d6 19 Wha+ g5 20 ¥he Ye5
21 Ed3 Le4 22 Ee3 d5 23 g4 Ehg8
24 Ef5 Wg7 25 Wh3 &xf5 26 gxf5
Eh8 27 %g3 Ec8 28 EZe5 EZhds
29 f6+ ¥xf6 30 Exg5 ¥h6e 31 £h5
Efg 32 Eg7+ &f6 33 Ef7+ Ex{f7
34 Wr2+ Sxeb 35 Wxfr+ £d6 36 Lg4

Ed8 01

Aagaard,J (2440) - Emms,J (2535)
Londen: Drury Lane (1) 1997-06-18
(C78 Ruy Lopez, Maller D)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Lb5 a6 4 La4
06 5 0-0 £¢5 6 Dxe5 Dxe5 7 d4 b5
8 2b3 &xd4 9 Yxd4 d6 10 f4 c5
11 Yc3 Degd 12 e5 Des 13 Yf3 d5
14 c4 Dxh2 15 ©xh2 ¥h4+ 16 g1
£9g4 17 Ye3 Dg3 18 Ee1 d4 19 ¥d3
0-0 =/+ 20 Dd2 &f5 21 ¥f3 294
22 Wd3 215 23 Ded Lxed 24 Exed
Yh1+ 25 12 Dxed+ 26 Yxe4 Eads
27 Yel Wha+ 28 ¥f1 Wh1+ 29 &f2
©ha+ 30 g3 ¥h2+ 31 €13 d3 32 £d2
Efe8 33 ¥f2 ¥he 34 &g2 ¥b6
35 Zc1 b4 36 La4 Ze6 37 Le3 f6
38 &xc5 Wa5 39 £b3 ©h8 40 Le3
fxe5 41 c5 Zf6 42 f5 Zdf8 43 g4 c7
44 2d5 g6 45 295 gxf5 46 Lxf6+
Exf6 47 gxf5 ¥d8 48 2e4 Eh6
49 ¥g3 ¥d4 50 Yxd3 Yxb2+ 51 Ec2

6 of 7

1-0

4

Paulsen,Louis - Morphy,P

New York (1) 1857

(C48 Four Ns, Spanish, Classical D)
1e4e52 Dc3 Dc6 3 Df3 £¢54 £b5
0f6 5 0-0 0-0 6 Dxe5 Ze8 7 Dxcb
dxc6 8 £c4 (8 £d3 ¥d6 unclear)
8 .. b59 £e2 Dxed4 10 Dxed Exed
11 £f3 Ee6 12 c3 ¥d3 13 b4 2b6
14 a4 bxad 15 ¥xad4 2d7 16 Za2
Eae8 17 Wab6 Yxf3 18 gxf3 Eg6+
19 €h1 £h3 20 Ed1 £g2+ 21 g1
Lxf3+ 22 $f1 Lg2+ 23 &gl Lh3+
24 Yh1 &xf2 25 W1 2xf1 26 Exf1
Ee227 Ea1 Eh6 28 d4 £e3 0-1

5

Capablanca,J - Bain,M

Hollywood (1) 1933

(C48 Four Ns, Spanish, Classical D)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Dc3 Df6 4 2b5
£¢55 0-0 0-0 6 Dxe5 Ee8 7 Hd3
£2d4 8 De2 Exed 9 DHxdd Dxd4
10 £a4 De2+ 11 ©h1 Dxc1 0-1
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Ruy Lopez - Classical Variation for Black

6

Unzicker,W - Fischer,R

Leipzig olm (1) 1960-10-00

(C65 Ruy Lopez, Berlin D, Nyholm A)

1 e4 e5 2 Df3 Dc6 3 £b5 £¢5 4 c3
0f6 5 d4 2b6 6 0-0 0-0 7 Ee1 exd4
8 cxd4 d5 9 e5 Ded 10 DHc3 Lg4
11 £xc6 bxc6 12 Dxed dxed 13 Exed
axf3 14 Yxf3 &xd4 15 Le3 £xb2
16 Eb1 5 17 exf6 1/2

I

Buzzi,Dario - Facchetti,Gianni

ltaly ch (1) 1993

(C65 Ruy Lopez, Berlin D, Nyholm A)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dcbé 3 Lb5 £c5 4 ¢3
06 5 d4 £b6 6 O-O 0-0 7 Ee1 exd4
8 e5 Dg4 9 h3 Dxf2 10 xf2 dxc3+
11 &1 16 12 Wd5+ ©h8 13 exf6 ¥xf6
14 bxc3 d6 15 295 Wg6 16 £d3 &f5
17 £xf5 Exf5 18 Wed ¥xg5 19 Yes+
£8 20 ¥xa8 ¥b5+ 0-1

Hogeye Bill

3

Smirin,| - Weinstein,V

Israel (1) 1992

(C64 Ruy Lopez, Classical, Benelux V)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 £b5 £¢5 4 0-0
016 5 c3 0-O 6 d4 £b6 7 dxe5 Dxed
8 YWd5 Dc59 £g5 De7 10 ¥d1 Ded
11 £h4 d5 12 Dbd2 c6 13 £d3 £f5
14 ¥c2 Dxd2 15 &xf5 Dxf3+ 16 gxf3
&h8 17 f4 Wc7 18 Dh1 Dxf5 19 Yxf5
6 20 e6 £c5 21 Zg1 Eg8 22 Ead1
2e7 23 Ed3 g6 24 Lxf6+ £xf6
25 Uxfe+ Wg7 26 Yg5 Zgf8 27 c4
Eae8 28 cxd5 cxd5 29 ¥xd5 Zxf4
30 Yc5 &6 31 2d7 Yxeb 32 Y3+
¥fe 33 Exb7 Yxc3 34 bxc3 Exf2
35 Exa7 Eee2 36 Ed1 Exh2+ 1/2

9

Melzer - Rosenhahn

corr DDR (1) 1980

(C64 Ruy Lopez, Classical D, Benelux
V)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dcbé 3 Lb5 £c5 4 ¢3
Df6 5 0-0 0-0 6 d4 £b6 7 £g5 hé
8 £h4 d6 9 £xc6 bxcé 10 dxe5 dxe5
11 Hxe5 £a6 12 ¥xd8 Zfxd8 13 Ee1
g5 14 £g3 Dxed 15 Da3

15 Dxc6 Ee8 16 Da3 5 -/+

7 of 7

15 ... Dxg3 16 hxg3 £d2 17 Dg4 h5
18 De3 Hxb2 19 c4 £c5 20 Dac2
fxcd 21 Dxcd Exc2 22 De3 Lxe3
23 Exe3 Ed8 24 Ee5 Ed5 25 Ee7
Edd2 26 Exc7 Exf2 27 Exa7 Exg2+
28 ¥h1 Eh2+ 01

10

Brunner,L - Lane,Gary

Zug (1) 1989

(C64 Ruy Lopez, Classical, Benelux V)

1 e4 e52 Df3 Dc6 3 Lb5 £¢5 4 ¢3
2f6 5 0-0 0-0 6 d4 £b6 7 £g5 hé
8 £h4 d6 9 £xc6 bxc6 10 Dbd2 £g4
11 dxe5 dxe5 12 Wa4 c5 13 Ead1
Ye8 14 Yxe8 Efxe8 15 £xf6 gxf6
16 Dc4 Le6 17 Dfd2 Eed8 18 a4 c6
19 De3 Lh7 20 Ddcs L g6 21 3 &c7
22 &2 5 23 exf5+ Lxf5 24 Dxf5
&xf5 25 Ye3 Leb6 26 g4 Ed5 27 Le2
h5 28 h3 £h8 29 Zf2 £d8 30 2e3
Exd1 31 &xd1 £g5 32 Hf5 hxgd
33 hxg4 c4 34 ©c2 EZh1 35 b3 cxb3+
36 ©xb3 £f4 37 Yb4 Ld7 38 Lc4 a5
39 b3 Eal 40 Dg7 Eb1+ 41 &c2
Ba1l 42 $b3 Ee1 43 &Of5 2eb6
44 ©c4 ©d7 45 Eb2 ©c7 46 E2 1/2
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